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Our History

Sturgeon City has its origins in the successful Wilson Bay Initiative. The Wilson
Bay Initiative by the City of Jacksonville was developed following the 1998
closure of the Wilson Bay Wastewater Treatment plant which had contributed
to the degradation of the New River. The initiative used a collaborative
arrangement of private and public environmental grant funds to seed
environmental restoration efforts focused on improving water quality in Wilson
Bay and helping bring life back to the New River. Youth and adults wanted to
volunteer to help and the project became a backdrop to involve local students
and others in science, leadership, and community education.

Due to the success of the environmental and civic education programs, City
Council approved a plan in 2000 to create the Sturgeon City nonprofit and to
repurpose the former wastewater treatment property along Wilson Bay into an
environmental education campus. Since 2000, Sturgeon City has continued to
expand its educational program offerings. In 2019, the nonprofit served
approximately 10,000 students and adults through several types of programs
including Camp Sturgeon, field trips, Homeschool Science, Little Learners,
Parents Night Out, School’s Out, Sturgeon City Institutes, and more. In addition
to local youth and adults, we serve groups from the Southeast region and
across the state.

The Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center opened in June of 2019 and
has allowed Sturgeon City to continue serving our community and the region
with educational programs as well as an event rental facility. Sturgeon City
focuses on three key pillars of program and project development which are
mission-driven events and programs, enterprise opportunities, and event
management.
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As we reflect on this past year at Sturgeon City, we are filled with
gratitude and excitement for the future. This has been a
transformative year, marked by the creation of a revised mission,
vision, and core values that will guide us as we move forward.

Our revised mission statement champions environmental and
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM)
education, shaping the future by nurturing leaders and stewards of
both the environment and the sciences.

Our vision embraces a future where Sturgeon City's environmental
and STEAM education sparks transformative change. We foresee
vibrant communities guided by individuals who are not just
passionate environmental stewards but also innovative thinkers in
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics. We aim for
a world with a robust link between environmental responsibility and
STEAM excellence, nurturing leaders who protect our planet and
pioneer global solutions.

Our core values reflect our commitment to educational excellence
and innovation, environmental stewardship, empowerment and
leadership development, and community collaboration and inclusion.
These principles drive everything we do and inspire us to reach new
heights.

This year, thanks to your unwavering support, we welcomed a record
number of program participants and rental attendees.

As we look forward to celebrating our 25th anniversary in September
2025, we are more committed than ever to our mission and vision.
This milestone will be a testament to the hard work, dedication, and
passion of everyone involved with Sturgeon City, from our staff and
volunteers to our supporters and community partners.

Thank you for your dedication to the mission and vision of Sturgeon
City of Jacksonville. We look forward to another year of growth and
achievement, and we can't wait to see what we will accomplish
together.

Sincerest thank you to all of Sturgeon City's staff and volunteers.
With Appreciation,

DON HERRING LISA MURABITO

Board Chair Executive Director



Measuring Progress

Through July 2023-June 2024:
Over 21,900 students and
adults were served through 275
STEAM and environmental
education programs.

Since 2000: More than
136,000 students and adults
were served through over
2,550 programs

Added new STEAM
programs: Sturgeon City
Sprouts, Summer Science
Series

Added new events : Summer
Bash and Celebrating Black
Scientist




















































