A Brief Story of Sturgeon City

Sturgeon City has its origins in the successful Wilson
Bay Initiative that was started by the City of Jacksonville,
it's leaders and the Community. For more than 40 years,
the City discharged its wastewater into Wilson Bay. Many
other plants, including Camp Lejeune and the New River
Air Station, also discharged into the New River. Agricultural
runoff and other pollutants left the river organically dead.

Hearing the voice of the Citizens, the Jacksonville City
Council said it was their moral responsibility to help clean
up the New River. They began a huge project, The Wilson
Bay Initiative to use oysters, aeration, restored wetlands,
and stormwater mitigation to restore water quality in the bay.

The initiative was so successful that the effect quickly
spread. Sharing of information about the initiative through
a panel of scientists, regulators, river advocates, and
interested Citizens allowed the restoration efforts to
impact almost the entire New River.

Over the years, Sturgeon City expanded to be able
to educate students and adults through year-round
environmental programs covering a wide range of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics topics.

Continued support from the Community helps Sturgeon
City to thrive. Through this support and that of the City, the
Sturgeon City Environmental Education Center opened.
This state of the art building now houses educational
adventures, and is open to the public for special events.

For those who come here, Sturgeon City is truly a
unigue experience.
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Visit us online to:
Schedule a tour with your class or group
Sign up for a program or summer camp
Experience the Planetarium
Volunteer or Donate

SturgeonCity.org

Contact Us
910-750-5876 % info@sturgeoncity.org
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The job of the Biotower was to act like a biological filter
in afish tank. It allowed bacteria to live on the bioballs that
filled the tower and digest the ammonia and nitrites out of
the waste water. Ammonia is common in fish waste.

Required to be installed as a part of the major rebuild
of the plant, this device never worked to the design
specifications according to the City operators. The idea
was to remove the organics from the wastewater. Sand,
grease and other items helped to prevent the tower from
working properly. The bioballs were removed in 2018 as
part of building rennovations.
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More Points of Interest

Follow the walking trails along Wilson Bay
and into Sturgeon City Park with plenty of
room to play, fly kites and enjoy the view. A
playground, picnic areas and open space
are also there for public use.
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